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Baptism and its purpose
     Lutherans believe that the Bible teaches that a person is saved by God’s grace alone
through faith in Jesus Christ alone.
     The LCMS does not believe that Baptism is ABSOLUTELY necessary for salvation.
The thief on the cross was saved (apparently without Baptism), as were all true
believers in the Old Testament era.

How does faith play a role in infant Baptism?  (Page 6 of 14)
     Parents and sponsors of a baptized child bear the responsibility of teaching this child
God's Word so that the child's faith may remain alive and grow (Matt. 28:18-20).
Confirmation is a time-honored church tradition (not required by God's Word, but-we
believe-useful nonetheless) in which the child baptized as an infant is given the
opportunity to confess for himself or herself the faith that he or she was unable to
confess as an infant.

Why do Lutherans use the “sprinkle” method for Baptism?  (Page 10 of 14)
     On the basis of the evidence provided in the New Testament, it is not possible to
prove that the term "baptize" always refers to immersion, nor that the Baptisms
mentioned were all done by immersion--implying (in the view of some) that only
Baptisms done by immersion can be considered valid.
     Lutherans have therefore held that the manner of Baptism (that is, immersion,
pouring, sprinkling, etc.) does not determine whether a Baptism is valid


